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Part 3 of 3: Allusions 

 

The allusion is one of the more sophisticated literary devices available to the writer. As defined by one 

noted authority, the allusion is “a passing reference, without explicit identification, to a literary or 

historical person, place, or event, or to another literary work or passage” (Abrams).  Its power and effect, 

however, in a particular literary selection depends on the reader’s knowledge and understanding of the 

subject alluded to. The sources of many allusions are classical literature, mythology, and the Bible. To be 

a successful reader in this course, you need to expand your breadth of knowledge of these allusions.  

 

For this assignment, you will research ONE allusion assigned to you by me.  Your research will be typed 

and printed for me for the second day of school. Your research will include the following: 

 

1. Explanation of WHAT the allusion is. In other words, if a text contains an allusion to Odysseus, 

then who was Odysseus. Here is an example of a well-researched and restated entry for an 

allusion: 

 

Odysseus:  Epic hero who devised the Trojan horse in the battle against Troy. His twenty year journey is 

the subject of the epic poem The Odyssey wherein he encounters gods, goddesses, and monsters as he 

battles his way home. Once home, he slaughters the suitors who were encamped in his home; reunites 

with his wife, Penelope, and his son, Telemachus; and assumes his leadership role in his country until his 

death many years later. 

Murcher, Rachel. Greek Mythology Explained. Random House, 1991. (Yes - you need to  

document your research).  

 

2. An authentic example of the allusion in any form of media or text. Either provide me with the 

cited text or a link that will allow me to access your selected content. Then, in approximately 200 

words, evaluate the the allusion at work. Consider its effectiveness in revealing, enhancing and/or 

furthering the writer’s meaning. 

 

In addition to this research, you will also prepare a presentation for the class. This presentation will not 

only help to enlighten all of your classmates on literary merit of your assigned allusion, but it will also 

serve as an introduction of yourself to the class. We will get to know you! Further instructions for this 

presentation will be given to you when we meet in August.  

 

YOU MUST SEE ME TO CONFIRM YOUR RECEIPT OF YOUR ASSIGNED ALLUSION. DO NOT 

LEAVE SCHOOL THIS YEAR WITHOUT KNOWING WHICH ALLUSION YOU ARE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR RESEARCHING AND PRESENTING. 



 


